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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will gain a deeper understanding of the importance of freedom and expression Â- specifically as it deals with the U.S.
Constitution and Bill of Rights. They will learn how to research a Â"hot topicÂ" and write an opinion piece which is supported with facts and
details pulled from various informational sources.Students will also analyze how visual and multi-media elements contribute to the meaning
and tone of a text. They will then decide on how to best present their findings in an expressive format. The primary instructional resource for
this unit is History Alive.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 5

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts,
supporting a point of view with reasons
and information. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.5.1
Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine a topic and convey ideas and
information clearly. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.5.2
Summarize the points a speaker makes
and explain how each claim is
supported by reasons and evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.3
Determine the meaning of words and

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts
in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic: Students will gain a deeper understanding of the importance of freedom and
expression in a historical context, as well as its relevance today.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 Q1
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phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative language such as
metaphors and similes. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.5.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development and
organization are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 13.) CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.5.4
Report on a topic or text or present an
opinion, sequencing ideas logically and
using appropriate facts and relevant,
descriptive details to support main
ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.5.4
Explain how a series of chapters,
scenes, or stanzas fits together to
provide the overall structure of a
particular story, drama, or poem.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.5
Include multimedia components (e.g.,
graphics, sound) and visual displays in
presentations when appropriate to
enhance the development of main
ideas or themes. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.5.5
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts
and tasks, using formal English when
appropriate to task and situation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.6
With some guidance and support from
adults, use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing
as well as to interact and collaborate
with others; demonstrate sufficient
command of keyboarding skills to type
a minimum of two pages in a single
sitting. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.6
Analyze how visual and multimedia

Thematic: People's rights and individual
needs must be balanced with the rights and
needs of others.

U2 (U200) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U3 (U201) Identifying the genre of a text,
and how the purpose, point of view, and
organizational structure helps readers
analyze and comprehend the text.
U4 (U204) Readers can use context clues to
determine meaning of words/ phrases/
concepts.
U5 (U302) Readers make meaning through
close reading of the text(s) and personal
connections to the topic.
U6 (U303) Readers realize the effectiveness
of an argument depends on the clarity of
the claims, the logic of the reasoning, and
the supportive evidence.
U7 (U205) Authors and speakers make
deliberate language, narrative, structure,
and style choices to convey their meaning.
U8 (U700) Audience and purpose influence
the structure, language, and style to
achieve a goal effectively.
U9 (U601) To be effective, writing
(arguments, explanatory, narrative) must be
supported with sound evidence, sufficient
detail, and/or valid reasoning.
U10 (U604) Each genre of writing follows
specific organizational patterns and
techniques to elicit an intended response
from the reader.
U11 (U701) Writers use a recursive process
(e.g. planning, drafting, revising, editing,
and publishing) to hone their piece.

Thematic: When and why are individual rights
limited?

Q2

Thematic:  How do I make my voice heard and
affect change?

Q3 (Q201) What are my strategies for reading
this text? How do I know if they are working? (K-
12)
Q4 (Q202) How do I figure out the meaning of
unknown terminology? (K-12)
Q5 (Q204) How do authors make specific
language, narrative, structure, and/or style
choices to communicate their ideas? How does
that affect my reading? (K-12)
Q6 (Q206) How do I make and support
conclusions/interpretations/inferences/opinions?
(K-12)
Q7 (Q305) What does a close (careful) reading
require? (K-12)
Q8 (Q700) How do I begin? (K-12)
Q9 (Q702) How do I make my writing easy to
understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q10 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this particular
genre? (2-12)
Q11 (Q704) How do I develop and revise my
writing using appropriate tools and techniques?
(3-12)
Q12 (Q704) How do I develop and revise my
writing using appropriate tools and techniques?
(3-12)

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills
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elements contribute to the meaning,
tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic
novel, multimedia presentation of
fiction, folktale, myth, poem).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.7
Conduct short research projects that
use several sources to build knowledge
through investigation of different
aspects of a topic. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.5.7
Draw on information from multiple print
or digital sources, demonstrating the
ability to locate an answer to a question
quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.7
Explain how an author uses reasons
and evidence to support particular
points in a text, identifying which
reasons and evidence support which
point(s). CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.8
Recall relevant information from
experiences or gather relevant
information from print and digital
sources; summarize or paraphrase
information in notes and finished work,
and provide a list of sources. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.5.8
Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.5.9

S1

Recognize that  individuals have an inherent
responsibility to express their
ideas/opinions, and that there are multiple
appropriate ways to express them

S2

Individually or as a group express an opinion,
theme or idea in an original and creative way

S3

Write a well-supported opinion piece: state
opinion, create organized structure, support
with facts and details, and provide a concluding
statement

S4

Identify and interpret the meaning of figurative
language in text

S5

Analyze how the visual presentation influences
the meaning of a text (poetry, graphic novel,
folktale, myth) 

S6

Present information orally including multimedia
components and adapting speech for task,
purpose and situation

S7

Gain an understanding of:

U.S. Constitution

Preamble
Branch of Government

Legislative Branch (makes laws)
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Executive Branch (enforces laws)
Judicial Branch (interprets laws)

Balance of Power (checks and balances)
Bill of Rights and Relevant Amendments

S8

Gain an understanding of freedom of
expression

S9

Gain an understanding of rights of
the individual vs. to the whole
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